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THE DHOFAR EPIGRAPHIC PROJECT 


1 . INTRODUCTION 

The Dhofar Epigraphic Project was started in 1991 to 
record the inscriptions found by Mr Ali Ahmad Mahash in the 
Southern Region and to work on their decipherment. 

The second season of the Project lasted from 30/3/1992 
unt i 1 3 1 /5/ 1 992 , During this period the project was 
transferred from the Ministry of National Heritage and Culture 
to the National Committee for the Supervision of Archaeology 
in the Southern Region within the Ministry of Information. 

The Project would like to thank the Ministry of National 
Heritage and Culture for its initial sponsorship and help, and 
for providing excellent accommodation in Salalah for the whole 
period. We are extremely grateful to the Ministry of 
Information for its subsequent sponsorship and assistance. The 
Works Department of the Office of the Governor of Dhofar 
provided us with a 4 wheel drive vehicle and we are very 
grateful to them. The inscriptions were originally found by Mr 
Ali Ahmad Mahash of the National Committee for the Supervision 
of Archaeology in the Southern Region. We would like to thank 
him for his generosity in showing us the inscriptions and for 
all his administrative help. The majority of our work woud not 
have been possible without the help of guides. We would like 
to thank Mr All Saeed Musthail and Saeed Mohammad Mubarak for 
working so hard and enabling us to see so much. Mr Fridtjof 
Eykenduyn copied the inscriptions and did the survey work and 
Dr Geraldine King took the photographs. The project was partly 
financed by the British Government, the British Academy and 
the Leverhulme Trust to whom we express our gratitude. 


2. THE WORK OF THE PROJECT 

The work of the project was divided into 3 aspects: 

(1) Recording the inscriptions found by Mr Mahash. 

Most of the inscriptions found by Mr Mahash are written 
m caves in the Jebel north of Salalah in an area stretching 
roughly between Teetam and Tawi Atayr (see PI. 1 for a general 
map of the areas worked in). In 1991, 32 sites (caves or areas 
with inscribed rocks) were recorded and over the last 8 weeks 
the project has visited a further 58 caves, bringing the total 
number of sites to 90. From these, approximately 800 
inscriptions have been copied and photographed. 

(2) Re-photographing inscriptions recorded in 1991. 

The fieldwork in 1991 was undertaken during the monsoon 
and some of the photographs were not satisfactory because of 
the bad light. During this seaon the project revisited 15 of 
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these sites to re-photograph material. 

(3) Searching the western Jebel ( al — gharbiyah ) and western 
desert areas for new sites with inscriptions. 

One of the aims of the project this season was to gain an 
idea of the extent of the distribution of the inscriptions and 
to continue the search for texts which would help with their 
decipherment. The project spent several days in the western 
Jebel ( al-gharbiyah ) and the Negd and desert areas. In the 
west, the project worked from various points to the south of 
the road between Agdorot and a few kilometres west of 
Mazahoob. In general, the western Jebel tends to be more 
difficult terrain in which to search for inscriptions. The 
hills, on the whole, are more heavily wooded and many of the 
wadis, steep— sided and narrow. Furthermore, there are fewer 
tracks making access difficult. In searching this region, 
suitable well-defined areas were chosen and the caves 
systematically investigated. 7. caves with inscriptions wre 
located and 3 with drawings alone. 70 new inscriptions were 
recorded. 

A few days were spent investigating the Negd and desert 
regions in selected areas to the south of Hayroon and to the 
west of Thamrait. There is a great variety of limestone 
deserts in these areas but, on the whole, the rock is degraded 
and rough, and suitable surfaces for inscribing are few and 
widely scattered. The search for inscriptions in these regions 
requires driving long distances in remote areas. During this 
period we were shown 2 sites near a waterhole with a total of 
9 inscriptions. 


3 . THE CAVES 

1 he inscriptions have been found in a great variety of 
caves, all of which have been used at some point as either a 
temporary or permanent shelter (see PI. 2 for examples of the 
types of caves). All the caves are fairly shallow but 
sufficiently deep to provide protection from the sun, wind or 
rain and all have good floor surfaces. Some of the biggest 
caves are over 100 metres in length with ceilings of up to 15 
metres high. One of the smallest caves visited by the project 
had a length of about 4 metres and a height of 1 metre. The 
caves are situated in the slopes of different types of wadis, 
those with wide passable bottoms as well as steep narrow ones, 
although probably the majority of the caves seen by the 
project occur in or within the vicinity of the former type. 
They are located at different levels of the slopes, the caves 
at the top often being approached from above, as indicated by 
the well-trodden tracks leading to them. 

In the western area it was obviously important to 
concentrate on caves were it was most likely inscriptions 
would be found. The project, therefore, did not investigate 
very shallow caves with little floor surface which are 
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unlikely to have been used for habitation. Similarly, caves 
with eroded, brittle surfaces or those with surfaces blackened 
by water were not searched. Whilst it is possible inscriptions 
were written in these caves, it is most likely they have been 
damaged or destroyed by weathering. 

The distribution of the inscribed caves, on the whole, 
suggests that inscriptions were written by local people and 
not by travellers passing through the area. 


4. RECORDING THE INSCRIPTIONS 

The project was able to record the inscriptions from 
between 1 and 5 caves a day depending on how easy it was to 
reach a site and the number of inscriptions found there. 

Many of the inscriptions are faint and fragmentary (see, 
for example, the worn inscriptions shown in PI. 3). It 
requires a skilled eye to find them, and sometimes takes a 
long time to obtain an accurate reading. Recording and 
photographing the inscriptions from a cave can take as long as 
4 or 5 hours. Each inscription was copied and a sketch was 
made of their relative positions. They were then photographed 
in black and white and colour slides with detailed pictures of 
difficult readings. Each picture was taken with a 10 cm scale 
to give an indication of the size of the letters. The light 
levels in some of the caves are fairly low. With flash 
photography there is a tendency for details to be lost and so 
most of the photography was done at low speeds using a tripod. 
The approximate dimensions of the cave were recorded and the 
direction in which it faced. Each cave was located on a map. 


5. THE INSCRIPTIONS 

In some caves the project recorded only one inscription 
and in others as many as 40, probably only a small proportion 
of those that originally existed, the rest having been damaged 
by subsequent erosion and habitation. 

The inscriptions are written on the walls of the caves, 
sometimes on uneven surfaces or in small hollows, and on the 
ceilings. Sometimes they are written in places which are 
several metres high which suggests that there might have been 
wooden structures in the caves enabling the authors to reach 
them. The inscriptions are not always written in the same area 
of a cave but often are found scattered around. 

The inscriptions found in caves are painted in black, red 
and, less frequently, a brownish pigment. Only two 
inscriptions that had been cut into the rock were found in 
caves and one very lightly scratched text. On the other hand, 
in the Negd and desert areas all the inscriptions that have 
been found are hammered on to the rock (see the examples in 
PI. 8). This might be an 'accident’ of the material that has 
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been found or it might be because the pigments have been 
eroded in the harsher more exposed environment or because the 
pigment is not available there and was not carried into the 
area. 


During this season’s work, it has become apparent that 
there are inscriptions written in 2 types of script. In 
addition, one inscription in the formal Early South Arabian 
script (ESA) has been found. For the purpose of this report, I 
shall call the 2 scripts Dhofar script 1 and Dhofar script 2. 
Examples of the former can be seen in Pis. 3-8 and of the 
latter in Pis. 9 - 10a. Plate 10b gives an example of 
inscriptions in both scripts written close together. It is 
most likely that the inscription in Dhofar Script 2 was 
written after the one in Dhofar Script 1. 

By far the most numerous are the inscriptions in Dhofar 
Script 1. Of the 90 sites seen by the project in the eastern 
Jebel, only 10 contain inscriptions in Dhofar Script 2, whilst 
in the west, 7 out of the 9 sites found had them. The greater 
proportion in the latter region does not necessarily suggest 
that the inscriptions are more common in that area as, at the 
moment, only a very small area has been searched in 
comparison with the rest of the Jebel. 


The inscriptions still defy satisfactory translation and 
further analysis with reference books and dictionaries will 
have to be undertaken in Britain. It is clear that both 
scripts are forms of the South Semitic script which was used 
in the Early South Arabian inscriptions as well as in a 
variety of other Pre-Islamic inscriptions which have been 
found in the Arabian Peninsular. It is likely they were 
written about 2000 years ago but, at the moment, there is no 
evidence for this. Below there are tables of the letter forms 
and a discussion of the scripts, a few more general points 
about the inscriptions can be made here. 

The inscriptions in Dhofar Script 1 are written either 
vertically or diagonally downwards, although in some cases, 
where the rock in those directions becomes rough, the 
inscription is finished on a horizontal plane (reading either 
left to right or right to left) using a smoother surface.. 

There are no word-dividers in this script. Many of the 
inscriptions are written in columns next to each other, some 
consisting of only 3 or 4 letters. Examples of such groups are 
shown in Pis. 4 and 5. The brevity of some of these texts 
suggest that they are names or a series of names written by a 
group of people, probably all at one time. There is evidence 
that some inscriptions are continued in an adjacent column 
either on the left or the right, rather than being written in 
a continuous line. 

Sometimes there is a handprint to one side of the 
inscriptions, see the examples in Pis. 5a and 6b. 
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A few instances have been found where the inscriptions 
are surrounded by a line, an example is shown in PI, 6a where 
the cartouche has been decorated with loops. 

PI* 6b shows one of a few instances where an inscription 
has been repeated. The author has written the text once in 
neat well-defined letters and once in a careless and untidy 
hand , 


Some of the longer texts that have been found are shown 
in Pis, 7a and b. Comments on the content of these, and indeed 
all the material found, are largely speculative at this stage, 
but I suggest we shall find that they consist of names, 
genealogies, brief statements of activities and perhaps 
prayers. 

The inscriptions in Dhofar script 2 are written in 
horizontal lines, either from right to left or from left to 
right. There is quite frequent use of word-dividers, in the 
form of a line, a feature that occurs in the Early South 
Arabian inscriptions , 


6 . THE SCRIPTS 

Fig. 1 gives a table of the letters of the Early South 
Arabian script and transliterations into Arabic and English, 

It includes as well the scripts of 2 types of informal 
inscriptions, Safaitic found in the basalt desert (the Harrah ) 
of northeastern Jordan and Thamudic E found in the sandstone 
desert (the Hisma) in southern Jordan and western Saudi 
Arabia. These scripts, being geographically remote, are not 
necessarily relevant to those that have been found in Oman but 
are shown here to give an idea of the differences in letter 
forms that occur in the various Pre-Islamic South Semitic 
scripts that have been found elsewhere. 

Figs. 2 to 5 list letter forms that have been found in 
Dhofar Script 1. Each letter has been traced from a 
photograph, though they are not all drawn to the same scale. 
The letters read either vertically or diagonally downwards, 
unless an arrow by the side indicates that it should be read 
in a horizontal direction. Each line lists the various forms 
of a letter or which, at this stage, I have assumed to be the 
same letter. The number of examples given does not necessarily 
indicate the frequency with which a letter occurs but is a 
reflection of the variety of forms that have been found. 

The table contains 46 different letter forms, a number 
that greatly exceeds the 29 phonemes in Early South Arabian, 

It is certain that the list can be reduced, the additional 
letters occurring at this stage because I have not been able 
to identify different shapes that have the same phonemic 
value. That different letter forms sometimes occur in the 
informal scripts can be seen from the Safaitic and Thamudic E 
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Early South Arabian, Safaitic and Thamudic E Alphabets 
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alphabets in Fig. 1 in Safaitic, for example,' c ’ is 
represented by either a circle or a dot and 'g» by either a 

lines W1 In Tha^d^ p 1 *" 2 ® 8 at ° ne end or by Parallel wavy 
's’ and « k T hamudlc E the re are clearly different forms of *d’ , 

There is evidence that this letter* represents f 5 ’ t 
occurs in the element ■ >b>, Ar. ' ’ ab - , 'father" in a' 
compound name and also in the theophoric element ' 3 1 ’ the 
Primitive Semitic deity el which is wel 1 -attested as an 

Early South Arabian names. There is also evidence 
an f 1 form in which the letter is followed by 3 radicals. 

o h > ThlS tetter 1 would read as 'b’. It occurs in the element 

the let ™ entloned 1 above. There are also instances where 
n 5!i! U occurs followed by a dot (letter no. 28) in 
positions where it would be appropriate to translate the 
combinatron as 'son of’. An example occurs in the jjrst column 

three 'letter 6176 ^ C f ° mblnatlon ls Preceded and followed by 

'fuian tin ful’- S > gS < g u the t6Xt should be translated, 
r ulan ben fulan , so-and-so son of so-and-so’. Another 

example occurs in PI. 4b, where the patronym (the penultimate 

° amn , on e right) has been written to the left of the 

repeated Him ? ?’■ letter n ° ' 11 flowed a dot, is 

Sccc t gy 5 Ulan b ' Un fulSn bLn fulS " fulan’ It “hif i" t 
correct rendering, some of the forms listed under letter ro 
II would have the value ( b’ 1 m} * 


4. A cross representing 't’ 
Semitic scripts and it is lik 


t is fairly constant in the South 
likely that it has that value here. 


of thlsTii 3 e l j i! nce fr ° m repeated sequences that the types 
.. , * etter both with and without a tail have the same 

a ue. The most likely interpretation of this letter on the 
wfth S th ? SCripts ’ is V, although there is a problem 

a er^o^ J? ^ ^ iS foll^by 

known scripts, might be < the basis of the 

combination If the letter is t^be III /' ' h ’ ^ ^1°^ 1 b J 6 

r ° ot ' Eyy/hyw’ (this letter followed by ietter nos"^^ 
and 30) meaning 'live’ occurs in the top left of PI 4b 
another example occurs in PI. 6b. 4 D ’ 

bave . found ve ry few examples of this letter form which is 
strange given that in other scripts it represents °d” * 

Phoneme one would expect to be common. There is evidence that 
some of the examples listed here should be read 11 7??!! ^ 

rJther n tha^ lie ^ ^ ‘ • 24 ’ With the Spine P ushed to the side 
rather than occurring in a central position. 
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Dhofar Script 1 








8. It is possible that these should be subsumed under no. 2, 
being examples of the letter written in a different direction. 
The shallowness of some of the curves, however, suggests to me 
that at least some of them might have a different value. 

9. 1 here is evidence that this letter is written in a 
variety of directions. Compare, for instance, the right most 
line in PI. 5a with the third line from the left in PI. 5b 
where it seems to me we have the same sequence of letters. In 
the first example, the vertical line occurs upwards and in the 
second, it occurs downwards. 

10 . 

11. See letter no. 2 above, where it is suggested that some of 
these letter forms might have the value 'b’. 

12 . 


13. On the basis of other scripts, I woulld suggest this 
letter has the value 's’. There is a certain amount of 

evidence to suggest that this and letter no. 14 have the same 
value . 

14, See letter no. 13. 

15 - 18. 

19. This is a doubtful reading. 

20. There is evidence that this letter has the same value as 
no. 21. It should be noted that when the pigment is worn, it 
is easy to mistake what is the remains of a cross-bar of 
letter no. 29 for the dot of this letter, 

21. See letter no. 20. 

22. There are some examples of slightly rectangular letters, 

23. It is possible that the last example does not belong 
here. 


24. The shape of the letter representing 'q’ remains fairly 
constant throughout the South Semitic scripts and I would 
suggest it has that value here. 

25. It seems to me that these are all forms which could be 
related to ESA *k’. See under letter no. 43. 

26. There is evidence that this letter is *1’ from its occur- 
rence in the theophoric element 'el’, see under letter no. 1. 
It occurs at the beginning of some texts which suggests it has 
the meaning of Ar. * 1 i ’ followed by a personal name, and that 
the inscription should be rendered 'li fulan’ 'By or for so- 
and-so’ . I have found no conclusive evidence to suggest that, 
where the hook is horizontal, (see the last 2 examples), the’ 
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letter should be interpreted as ' g ’ as is the case in earlier 
ESA inscriptions. 

27. These letter forms resemble 'm’ in other scripts. These 
are the only examples I have found which suggests the letter 
is rare. It is possible that the first 2 examples listed here 
are forms of letter no. 5 where the middle line has been 
reduced . 


28. See under letter no. 2, for the suggestion that this 
letter preceded by letter no. 2 should be translated 'son of’ . 
If this is correct, the letter would be either 'n’ and the 
word translated, as in Arabic, 'ibn’ or 'r\ and the word 
translated as bar , as in the Aramaic languages. 

29. The examples with one cross-bar are similar to the letter 


form for 'w’ in other scripts and I would suggest it has the 
same value here. The identification of the examples with a 
cross in the middle is less certain. I have found no evidence 
to suggest that the more rectangular form (the last 2 letters) 
should be interpreted as either 'd’ or 't,’ on the basis of 
those letters in ESA. 

30. On the basis of other scripts it is most likely that this 
letter should be interpreted as 'y’. 

31. There are several other examples of a letter formed from 
2 circles written side by side. The penultimate example given 
here might be an example of this where the circles have been 
written so close to each other that the lines have joined. The 
last example, where the circles occur one after the other, 
might be this letter written in a different direction or might 
be 2 instances of letter no. 21 following on from each other. 

32. I have found no evidence to suggest that this letter is a 
squared version of letter no. 6. The penultimate example has 
been written with the spine vertical and the prongs at a slant 
(compare similar examples in letter no. 33). The last example 
might be another instance of this except it has a slight tail. 

33. There are examples of this letter with 4 prongs and I 
have found one instance where there are five prongs and one 
instance where there are 4 prongs and a tail. The 2 final 
examples have been written with vertical spines similar in 
stance to the penultimate letter under no. 32. 

34 - 35. Both vertical and horizontal lines occur. I have 
found no evidence to suggest that either type line is used as 
a word divider. 

36. 2 parallel lines. In some cases one of the lines is 

shorter than the other. Most of the examples of this letter 
are writtten vertically, although there are a few examples 
where they occur horizontally. It is of course possible that 
these last instances are consecutive examples of letter no. 

3 5. 
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2b. 

2.7 

2 % 

2o. 

3 ). 

32 . 

33 . 

3 it- 

35 . 

3b . 



4 


37. 3 parallel lines, which, on the whole, are written 
vertically. I have found 1 instance where there appears 
4 1 ines . 


to 


be 


38. 


39. This letter might be a version of letter no. 10 with the 
cross strokes placed diagonally. 

40. There are examples of this letter in PI. 6b. The curve is 
too deep to suggest that they are instances of letter no. 2 
written with a different stance. 

41. It is possible that these are versions of letter no. 42. 
Equally, they might be examples of the first letter form 
listed under letter no, 25, with the spine vertical and lines 
drawn diagonally. Compare the stances of the final letter 
forms under nos. 32 and 33. 

42. See under letter no. 41. 

43. These might be examples of the first form of letter no. 

25 written with the lines facing upwards rather than down. 

44. It is possible these are variations of letter form no. 1 
with the curve reduced to a line. Compare the last example 
under no. 1 where the curve is very slight. 

45. There is an example of this letter form in PI. 4b. It 
might be an instance of letter no. 3 with a line added’or a 

monogramme, perhaps, a combination of letter no. 2 and letter 
no . 4 . 

46. I have found only one example of this letter. 
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Dhofar Scrip t 2 


As with Dhofar Script 1, the number of the letter forms 
identified exceeds the 29 phonemes found in ESA, although the 
increase is much smaller. The script bears a greater 
resemblance to the ESA script whilst at the same time 
containing letter forms that do not occur there but that are 
found in Dhofar Script 1 (see, for instance, letter nos. 21 - 
23 and 25-27). It is possible that the identification of 
the value of these letters in this script will be easier and 
might also provide a significant step forward in the 
decipherment of the more enigmatic Dhofar Script 1. 


1 . 

, compare letter no, 1 in Dhofar Script 1 . 

2 . 

Compare 

ESA 'b’ . 

3 . 

Compare 

ESA ' t ’ . 

4. 

Compare 

ESA 't’. 

5 . Compare 

stance . 

ESA 'h’. The letter is written with a different 

6. 

Compare 

ESA *d*. 

7. 

Compare 

ESA 's’ . 

8. Compare ESA 's’. The letter is written horizontally 

rather than vertically. 

9. 

Compare 

ESA *d’ . 

10. 

Compare 

ESA ' ° . 

11 . 

Compare 

ESA *f ’ . 

12. 

Compare 

ESA *q’. 

13. 

Compare 

ESA 'k’. 

14. 

Compare 

ESA ' 1 ’ . 

15. This letter form is similar to ESA 'z’ with a different 
stance. However it occurs frequently at the end of words (see 
the examples in PI. 9a - b) which suggests it might be 'm 1 
representing mimation as found in ESA. 

16. 

Compare 

ESA 'm\ 

17. 

Compare 

ESA 'n’ . 

18. 

Compare 

ESA * h * , it is written with a different stance. 

19. 

Compare 

ESA ‘w’. 
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20 . 


Compare ESA ' y ’ . 


21 , 

* Compare 

Dhofar 

Script 

i , 

22 . 

- Compare 

Dhofar 

Script 

i , 

23. 

Compare 

Dhofar 

Script 

i, 

24. 





25. 

Compare 

Dhofar 

Script 

i , 

26. 

Compare 

Dho f ar 

Script 

i, 

27. 

Compare 

Dhofar 

Script 

i, 

28. 

no . 

1, 

I think it is most likely 
17 , rather than a version 
letter no. 13. 

29 

- 31. 





letter 

no ♦ 

3. 

letter 

no . 

42 

letter 

no . 

10 


letter no. 32. 
letter no. 37. 
letter no . 38 . 

that this is a version of letter 
of letter no. 8 or Dhofar Script 
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PUBLICATION PLANS 


7 . 


A great deal has been achieved by the project over 
the last few weeks. A large corpus of inscriptions has been 
recorded and it has been possible to obtain clear readings of 
the letter forms. The next stage of the project’s work will 
consist of the following: Over 2500 photographs have been 
taken, these will have to be printed, sorted and catalogued. 
All the inscriptions will have to be traced from the 
photographs to produce accurate facsimiles. Work on the 
decipherment of the script will continue and the inscriptions 
will be entered on to a data base program and sorted and 
indexed . 

It is intended that within a few months a preliminary 
report will be completed for publication. This will contain a 
description of the fieldwork and a report on the progress made 
on deciphering the texts accompanied by script tables. 

In the longer term, work will continue on the preparation 
of the inscriptions for publication. This will contain an 
edition of the texts with linguist discussions and indexes of 
names and vocabulary. Facsimiles and photographs of the 
inscriptions will be published as well. The publication will 
be under the names of Mr Ali Ahmad Mahash and Dr Geraldine 
King and will fully acknowledge the Ministry of Information 
and the National Committee for the Supervision of Archaeology 
in the Southern Region and other bodies that have prov : led 
assistance . 

8. FUTURE FIELDWORK 

This season the project has recorded most of the inscrip- 
tions found by Mr Mahash. It is hoped that the National 
Committee for the Supervision of Archaeology in the Southern 
Region will continue to search for inscriptions and will 
extend its work to the western Jebel and the desert areas. 

In the event of a further season of fieldwork being 
undertaken by the Dhofar Epigraphic Project, the following 
assistance would be requested from the Ministry of 
Information : 

1. The arrangement of the NOC for Dr Geraldine King and 

a"n assistant. 

2. Airfares London— Salalah— London for Dr Geraldine King 
and an assistant. 

3. Accommodation, food and the use of a 4 wheel drive 
vehicle for the whole period. For work in remote ares it would 
be necessary to have two 4 wheel drive vehicles as a safeguard 
against breakdowns. 

4. The provision of the necessary maps. 

5. 1 airfare Salalah-London-Salalah for Mr Mahash to 
attend consultations in Britain over the publication. 
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- » RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE TRAINING OF STAFF TO WORK IN 

EPIGRAPHIC RESEARCH IN THE SOUTHERN REGION 

The inscriptions found by Mr Mahash and recorded by the 
project are an extremely important aspect of Omani heritage 
and it is likely they represent only a small proportion of the 
epigraphic material to be found in the Southern Region. It is 
important at this stage that the National Committee starts 
making plans for training Omani staff to carry out the work of 
recording and publishing them. 

Some general remarks should be made about the personal 
qualities required by people undertaking research of this 
kind. On the academic level, the most difficult aspect of the 
wor involves long hours of recording, sorting and cataloguing 
material and preparing it for publication. It entails many 
hours of solitary work and requires patience and dedication. 
Someone who expects immediate results would not be suitable. 

This type of research often involves working in remote 
areas under difficult conditions. Candidates should be 
physically fit and prepared to work outside in high 
temperatures and strong winds* 

Epigraphists 

Candidates should be qualified to MA degree level and 
eventually, to PhD level. The candidates should speak Jibbali 
and have a good knowledge of Arabic. They should have good 
mguistic abilities as study will necessitate the use of 
Eng ish, French and German and will require a grounding in 
ot er Semitic languages. They should have an interest in 
istory and archaeology. For recording the inscriptions they 
must have an eye for detail and be able to draw accurate 
copies. The candidates should be prepared to undertake a 
course in photography as it is important that working 
photographs, at least, are taken by the person who is reading 
and interpreting the inscriptions. 

Arc hivist and Librarian 

Fieldwork will generate a large amount of information and 
photographs which should be card indexed and catalogued in a 
central office. Someone should be trained to set up' and keep 
these records. 

The National Committee should start building up a library 
° relevant publications and reference books. Someone should 
be trained in librarianship so that he is familiar with the 
needs and running of a library. 

Photographer 

It is important that the National Committee has its own 
photographic laboratory. Someone should be trained in 
photography including developing and printing techniques. 

Surveyor 

There should be staff trained in the use of maps and 
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surveying techniques so that the National Committee can 
produce plans of the sites. 

Fields taff 

People who know different areas of the Southern Region 
well should be selected to act as guides and to help with 
searching for inscriptions. 
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Plate 2a 



Plate 2b 




Plate 3b 




Plate 4b 







Plate 5a 



Plate 5b 





Plate 6a 



Plate 6b 
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Plate 8a 





Plate 8b 



Plate 9a 



Plate 9b 




Plate 10a 



Plate 10b 
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